Structure, stability, methylation, expression and glucocorticoid induction of endogenous and transfected proviral genes of mouse mammary tumor virus in mouse fibroblasts.
A sequence of mouse genomic DNA containing an endogenous mouse mammary tumor virus (MMTV) provirus, which was isolated by molecular cloning in lambda vector phage, has been reintroduced into cultured mouse L cells, using the thymidine-kinase cotransfection technique. Individual cell clones that acquired the transfected MMTV proviral DNA have been isolated. The transfected DNA remains stable in these cells and does not become methylated. It is transcribed into MMTV RNA, And the transcription is stimulated by glucocorticoid hormones.